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O n monday, january 25th, 2021, a group of individuals on a website called Reddit got together and performed the largest unified movement the stock market has seen since the crash of 2008, putting millionaire hedge fund 
managers into leagues of debt. The popular store GameStop had a stock price of $65 
per share just a few days prior, and Wall Street wolves were eager to make some easy 
money off of the failing company. However, due to the efforts of the group titled r/
WallStreetBets, GameStop’s stock soared to a staggering $350 per share within a number 
of mere hours.
    Hedge funds are lucrative ways for rich individuals to make easy money without 
having to work for it. Here’s how it works: if a hedge fund manager thinks that a 
business’s stock will decrease in value, they “borrow” a certain number of shares for 
a certain price. They then sell those shares to others for that price. After the stock 
has decreased in value, the hedge fund manager buys back all of their shares for that 
lower price. However, the company is forced to give back the same amount of money 
per share that they loaned out for. Therefore, the hedge fund manager is left with a 
significant amount of money without having to do any hard work for it. However, if 
the business’s stock somehow increases in value after the hedge fund manager has 
borrowed shares, the hedge fund managers can lose a significant amount of money 
buying them back to return to the business.
    Reddit is a very popular website in which individuals form small groups called 
“subreddits” about a certain topic. Users can share their interests or learn new hobbies. 
The subreddit known as r/WallStreetBets is a place for users interested in the stock 
market to chat about their predictions or even place bets on certain businesses and 
their stock value. On January 25th, it was broadcast across the subreddit that GameStop’s 
stock was failing, and big-league Wall Street hedge fund managers were going to make 
millions of dollars. However, if every individual on the subreddit bought a few shares, 
it would cause GameStop’s stock value to soar, making them a lot of money and putting 
the millionaires into debt. Their plan worked practically to perfection, with GameStop 
becoming one of the biggest names in the entire stock market. However, this lasted 
only a few days. 
    Although Redditors made GameStop practically a Fortune 500 company for a few 
days, the hype was short-lived. By the start of February, the stock value started to 
decrease once more and ended up levelling out at about $50 per share by February 4th. 
As with many internet trends, it was exciting for a few days and then it disappeared. 
Nevertheless, this is still an incredible example of what amazing achievements people 
can make when they all band together for a common cause.
Wall Street Outsmarted: Reddit’s 
Reign of Terror
BY RYAN SKILLE
Jeff Bezos Steps Down 
at Amazon
BY ERIKA SOUKOP
O n february 2, Jeff Bezos, ceo and founder of Amazon, announced that he would be stepping down from his position into the 
position of executive chairman later in the third quarter 
of 2021. He will be replaced by Andy Jassy, a 24-year 
Amazon veteran who is known to be his first shadow 
advisor and second-in-command. Jassy has been a long-
time ceo of Amazon’s Cloud business. 
 Amazon has seen explosive growth this last year due 
to the pandemic. According to the bbc, the firm reported 
$386bn in sales in 2020, which is up 38% from 2019, 
and profits almost doubled as they rose to $21.3bn. This 
makes it a perfect time for a transition of power since 
the company is in such a stable place.
 Even though Bezos is stepping into the Executive 
Chairman of the Board position, he will still be a part 
of the business and have a large amount of hands-on 
work. In a letter written to Amazon staff, he made clear 
he would remain active within the company, but would 
spend more time and energy on other investments of his: 
Blue Origin, “The Washington Post,” the Bezos Earth 
Fund, and other passions.
 Bezos stepping down has followed the outline of 
several other large tech companies where the founder/
ceo has stepped down from their head position. Of the 
“Big Five” Tech companies (Apple, Amazon, Facebook, 
Alphabet, and Microsoft), only Facebook still has its 
founder, Mark Zuckerbeg, as its ceo. Most large tech 
companies follow this pattern, with the ceo stepping 
down and a person already within the company 
stepping up. According to “The Insider,” when you 
have a ceo that's come to be known as an iconic visionary 
like Bezos, the prospect of losing his involvement would 
surely spook investors and just about every other firm 
or institution that relies on the company in some way. 
It also gives Bezos the opportunity to steer the 
company at some capacity and remain in the spotlight 
to some degree while Jassy gradually becomes the 
face of the company.
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I n 1967, a san diego man who was a Navy meteorologist was assigned to Antarctica as a part of “Operation Deep Freeze.” There, for thirteen 
months, his only luxury was a martini every day after 
work and a once-a-week call with his wife, Wilma. 
 Paul Grisham enlisted in the Navy in 1948 and became 
a weather technician, and he later became a weather 
forecaster. His job took him to stations in Guam, Hawaii, 
and Japan. He also served twice on aircraft carriers in 
the Pacific Ocean. He also worked on the uss Bennington 
for four years and on the uss Hancock for two during 
the Vietnam War. According to “The San Diego Union-
Tribune,” when Grisham was assigned duty in Antarctica 
as part of Operation Deep Freeze, where the Navy 
provided logistical support to civilian scientists on the 
frozen continent.
 Grisham, after fifty-three years, had his wallet returned 
to him, which held memories and mementos of his time 
in Antarctica. The wallet contained his Navy id card; 
driver license; a pocket reference card on what to do 
during atomic, biological, and chemical attacks; a beer 
ration punch card; a tax withholding statement; and 
receipts for money orders sent to his wife. 
 The wallet was found in 2014 behind a locker in the 
building at McMurdo Station on Antarctica’s Ross Island 
during a demolition. To get the wallet returned to its 
rightful owner, it took not just emails, Facebook messages, 
and letters, but also a group of amateur sleuths. Bruce 
McKee, Stephen Decato, and his daughter Sarah Lindbergh 
(Decato’s daughter) were a major part of the team's 
effort in finding Grisham. The wallet was the third lost 
Navy item the trio had recently returned to different 
families. The first success happened when Decato 
discovered a Navy id bracelet for sale in a shop window 
and decided to buy it to return it to the family and 
proper owner. When Decato’s former boss heard of this 
success, he sent down two wallets. The trio then got in 
contact with the Naval Weather Service Association, 
which Grisham is a member of (the second wallet was 
returned to the family of the man).
 After 53 years, Grisham said he can’t even remember 
losing his wallet on the continent he calls “The Ice,” 
but he’s grateful for the efforts that enabled its return.
Forgotten Wallet found 
in Antarctica after 53 
Years
BY ERIKA SOUKUP
O n january 28th, 2021, Concordia College New York (ccny) issued a statement saying that it will be closing its doors for the final 
time. This statement was made jointly with neighboring 
Iona College, which is set to take over Concordia’s 
Bronxville campus and is helping put plans in place to 
ensure that students of ccny are able continue their 
education without too much change.     
 Concordia President John A. Nunes said in a 
statement put in an article by ccny that, “Students 
were and continue to be our priority throughout the 
prayerful and painstaking decision-making process…
This outcome brings deep pain to all of us who care for 
Concordia, and in whose hearts Concordia will always 
live.” In that same article, it was revealed that the 
covid-19 pandemic worsened the financial problems 
that the school was already dealing with. 
    Thankfully, Iona College is stepping up in a big way 
to help the students of Concordia College by offering 
them a way to continue their education. There is always 
a shock that comes after an announcement like this 
where students are forced to wonder and worry about 
where they will go next year. Iona College will hopefully 
put many of those worries to rest as they help with the 
transition process.
    No doubt, news of the school’s closure was met with 
waves of sadness from both current students and alumni 
alike. College is a major part of life for many where 
students make friends and memories that they will 
remember forever, and after 140 years, there will be many 
who will miss the school.
    In an Instagram post put out by Concordia, many 
of the comments were from students who attended 
Concordia University in Portland, Oregon, which similarly 
shut its doors at the end of its spring semester in 2020. 
The former students of cu Portland made it very clear 
to the heart-broken students of ccny: they are not alone. 
    This story means a lot to me personally because I was 
one of those students who was affected by the closing 
of cu Portland. The shock, the heart-break, the worry 
and fear are all natural feelings to have. There is no way 
to prepare to hear news of this magnitude, and it affects 
students at all levels. First-year students looked 
forward to spending the next four years with the 
friends they made, and seniors who dedicated so many 
years to a school they love so much in pursuit of a 
degree. Hopefully, the students of ccny will find success 
wherever they decide to continue their education and 
never forget the great memories they made. 
Concordia College in 
New York Closes
BY THOMAS PRESNALL
S chools in the Concordia University system have seen a bit of shifting around of presidential offices these past few years. It started with the 
departure of Concordia University, St. Paul’s former 
president, Rev. Dr. Tom Ries. Dr. Eric LaMott served 
as interim president in the following days before former 
president of Concordia University Nebraska, Rev. Dr. 
Brian Friedrich, was officialized into the role. President 
Friedrich’s acceptance of this call both opened and 
closed a hole at the same time. Since January 1st, 2020, 
Rev. Russ Sommerfeld has served as interim president, 
and now will be finishing at the beginning of August 
when Dr. Bernard Bull begins his tenure as president 
of the institution.
 Concordia University Wisconsin saw Dr. Bull earn a 
bachelor’s degree in education, history, and theology in 
1994. It was also here that he took on various leadership 
roles, some of which include vice provost for curriculum 
and academic innovation, chief innovation officer, 
assistant vice president of academics, and associate 
professor of education. Following his undergraduate 
education, he received his master’s degree in curriculum 
and instruction at Concordia University, Chicago, in 
1997, and then an additional Master in Liberal Studies 
from University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2005. Dr. 
Bull earned his Doctorate of Education in instructional 
technology at Northern Illinois University in 2007.
 Dr. Bull has recently been serving as president at 
Goddard College in Plainfield, Vermont, since late 2018. 
The school had been struggling financially and was 
threatened with the removal of accreditation by the 
New England Commission of Higher Education shortly 
before his arrival. This means that the university would 
not be eligible for federal financial aid, and with college 
tuition prices being so high, it would be unimaginably 
difficult trying to get students enrolled. Not to mention, 
many small colleges in Vermont have been struggling 
with enrollment. Some of which had also lost accreditation 
and were essentially forced to close due to much of the 
schools’ financial support coming from tuition payments. 
Under Dr. Bull’s leadership, the school reorganized its 
finances and other issues and was successfully reaccredited 
in 2020, and they also had an increase in enrollment.
 Dr. Bull holds many accomplishments and experiences 
at Goddard and other learning institutions. Additionally, 
his clear leadership and organization skills will no doubt 
be a benefit to the school and to the Concordia University 
system as a whole. Now, more than ever, the system 
must maintain effective leadership and innovation as 
multiple schools in the system have closed down within 
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Food Shelves in 
Demand
BY ERIKA SOUKUP
“ the star tribune” reports that food shelves across the state were visited 3.8 million times in 2020—more than any other year on record—amid 
the combined crises of the covid-19 pandemic, the 
economic downturn, and civil unrest in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. Many food shelves, especially in the metro 
area, are serving a growing number of older adults.
 Food shelves in Minnesota saw a spike in June and July 
after the rioting following the death of George Floyd 
destroyed or damaged grocery stores in Minneapolis and 
St. Paul. Communities rallied together, with spontaneous 
food drives popping up in neighborhood parks, breweries, 
and theaters. But the need hasn't flattened. According 
to “The Star Tribune,” about 7.6 million pounds of food 
was given out in July by the state's food shelves, and 
after a slight dip in September the total pounds of food 
distributed statewide rose in the fall and winter, with 
nearly 8 million pounds of food doled out in November.
 One specific age group that’s visiting the food shelf 
much more are seniors. They typically are of the highest 
concern due to covid-19, and after the switch from 
in-person to drive-through lines, they were more likely 
to accept help and go to a food shelf. 
 Joe Walker, who oversees grants to food shelves and 
statistics at Hunger Solutions, stated in an interview 
with “The Star Tribune” that there hasn’t been much of 
a back-up of lines with the food bank because the state's 
hunger relief system is well-organized and set up to 
respond to the crisis. “It seems like we warded off a much 
worse situation,” he said. “Minnesota has one of the 
best food shelf infrastructures in the country and one 
of the reasons we weren't seeing those long lines. … If 
you drive through a small town in Minnesota you'll see 
the post office, maybe the bar, maybe an antique shop 
and then you'll see the food shelf.”
 However, according to Hunger Solutions, this year 
there was a record high for visits to food shelves with 
3,831,293 visits, which marks the 10th consecutive 
year with 3 million visits to the food shelves. If Minnesota 
food shelves were open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, more than seven people would visit a food 
shelf every minute.
This year there was a record 
high for visits to food shelves 
with 3,831,293 visits, which 
marks the 10th consecutive 
year with 3 million visits to the 
food shelves. 
C onstruction of i-94 began in the late 1950s, which, as many know, ripped apart the community living in the Rondo neighborhood, 
which housed 85% of St. Paul’s African American 
population. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. even visited the 
neighborhood before the freeway construction began, 
and preached at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church located on 
Snelling Avenue. Hundreds of homes and businesses 
were destroyed. Festivals, apologies, and memorial parks 
tried to make up for the destruction of the lively, close-
knit community. In 2017, ReConnect Rondo formed, 
led by Keith Baker. This group’s goal is to reconnect 
the neighborhood with a freeway cap or a land bridge. 
    Projects like ReConnect Rondo have succeeded in 
three cities: Dallas, Seattle, and Atlanta. This land bridge 
would be the first in the Twin Cities area. One tentative 
location for the bridge starts at Lexington Parkway North 
and goes to Rice Street. The project leaders plan to build 
both commercial and residential properties to revitalize 
the Rondo neighborhood. More importantly, this 
project isn’t meant to be led entirely by outsiders. Rondo 
residents are encouraged to be a part of the project 
logistics. As a part of reconnecting Rondo, they need 
Project ReConnect Rondo
BY REBECCA BEASLEY
the help of people who know and love Rondo. The 
project aims to bring more African American-owned 
businesses into the neighborhood, along with a mixture 
of cultural arts and nonprofit groups. Affordable housing 
for both multi-family and single-family homes are also 
planned. ReConnect Rondo is a $6 million project. The 
money would come partially from the city of St. Paul in 
taxpayer dollars, but also through donations. This project 
requires the help of multiple organizations, both 
governmental and private/nonprofit.
 This project has been in the works for years, but it is 
now getting a boost due to the recent call for social and 
racial justice. People view this as a way to right some of 
the wrongs, or to truly make up for the I-94 fiasco. 
ReConnect Rondo states on its website that the African 
American cultural enterprise district, which will be 
reconnected via land bridge, will reverse racial disparity 
gaps. They also claim that their project will help drive 
equitable outcomes for African Americans. The real 
question is whether these are real goals or just woke 
words. Either way, those living in the Rondo neighborhood 
can look forward to the success of this project that will, 
inevitably, bring life back into the community.
Need for Speed: Saint Paul Police Crackdown
BY RYAN SKILLE
A ccording to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety (dps), state troopers issued more than 1,000 speeding tickets to Minnesota 
drivers for going over 100 miles per hour in 2020, twice 
as many as the year prior.  Speeding accounted for 
30% of all traffic fatalities in 2020, the highest number 
since 2008. In January of 2021 alone, state troopers 
handed out over 7,250 
tickets for speeding, with 
78 of them being drivers 
going over 100 miles per 
hour. Six people have 
already lost their lives 
due to speeding in the 
first month of 2021. 
    The problem began in 
the early months of the 
pandemic last year. Immediately following the lockdown, 
kids were attending school from home, many adults 
were working from home, restaurants and bars were closed, 
and the majority of highways were empty. Mike Hanson, 
director of the Minnesota Office of Traffic Safety, told” 
StarTribune” that there were “plenty of lanes to use and 
abuse,” and many drivers took that opportunity.
    The state’s traffic department actually has an annual 
speed limit enforcement campaign that usually gets 
rolled out around July. However, with so many drivers 
taking advantage of the empty roads and speed-related 
deaths spiking heavily, dps decided to get their campaign 
going early this year. dps managed to secure $1 million 
in National Highway Traffic Safety Administration funding 
to combat the speed demons of the North. “Speeding is 
out of control on our roads and we will do something 
about it,” says Col. Matt Langer, chief of the Minnesota 
State Patrol according to “StarTribune.” Langer claims 
that many drivers actually 
believe that law enforcement 
officers are simply not 
allowed to hand out 
speeding tickets during 
the pandemic due to 
social distancing necessities.
    According to dps’s new 
measures, a speed ticket 
for going 10 miles per hour 
over the speed limit will run you about $110. That fine 
doubles for drivers going 20 miles per hour over and gets 
more expensive the further above the speed limit you are 
driving. If you are pulled over for going over 100 miles 
per hour, you could potentially get your license taken away 
from you for six months. dps pleads with Minnesotans 
to drive smart and drive more slowly. "We need to solve 
this problem now," Hanson says. "We can do this, 
Minnesota, but it takes all of us working together."
Speeding is out of control 
on our roads and we will do 
something about it.
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Dyatlov Pass Incident: Murder or Nature?
BY ERIKA SOUKUP
*CONTENT WARNING: DEATH/DYING, VIOLENCE
I n february 1959, nine hikers set out for a skiing expedition. They never returned. When they were a week overdue to arrival at their destination, a rescue operation was set in motion. Their bodies and tent were found on Dyatlov 
Pass in shocking conditions.  “Two of the men were found barefoot and clad only in 
their underwear. While the majority of the group appeared to have died of hypothermia, 
at least four had sustained horrific—and inexplicable—injuries, including a fractured 
skull, broken ribs and a gaping gash to the head. One woman, 20-year-old Lyudmila 
Dubinina, was missing both her eyeballs and her tongue,” documents later obtained 
by “The St. Petersburg Times” said. There were also traces of radioactivity on their 
clothes. According to Earth Sky, the searchers found the skiers scattered downhill 
from the campsite. Some were near the tree line in their underwear around the remains 
of a fire. Some were found deceased in apparent attempts to return to camp. The last 
members to be discovered were farther in the woods and down a ravine. 
 With the questionable and odd findings, it’s no wonder that the Dyatlov Pass Incident 
is one of the most enduring and well-known mysteries, causing many conspiracy 
theories. The most popular of these are a military cover up, radiation fallout, or an 
abominable snowman attack. One of the most probable theories is that a massive 
avalanche swept through the camp. The hikers had set up their tent on a hill without 
realizing it was approximately 30 degrees, which is the minimum incline needed for 
an avalanche to start. However, there was no snowfall on the night of February 11 that 
could have triggered an avalanche, and typically the victims of an avalanche asphyxiate, 
which is different from the blunt force trauma-like injuries of these hikers. 
Hey Google, Look Both Ways: A New App Can Assist Blind and Visually 
Impaired Pedestrians at Intersections.
BY MARYKATE FENSTERMAKER
F or people with vision impairments, crossing the street in urban environments poses a huge risk. Most intersections do not have audible crossing signals, and if they do, it is hard to hear during rush hour traffic. A pedestrian who 
cannot see a blinking countdown across the street could face life threatening consequences. 
However, a new smartphone app could change everything. The app, PedNav, assists 
in crossing signalized and unsignalized intersections by retrieving traffic signal data 
and bringing it right to your phone. In just two taps, a phone can visually and audibly 
guide a pedestrian through an intersection.
 Together, the University of Minnesota Department of Mechanical Engineering and 
the Minnesota Department of Transportation (mndot) utilized modern technology 
to benefit blind and visually impaired pedestrians. The app is shown to be 95 percent 
effective following tests at six busy intersections in downtown Stillwater. 
 Dr. Liao is a Senior Research Associate at the u and a lead researcher for the project. 
In the “StarTribune” article on PedNav, Liao describes the app in two taps. The first 
tap gets a location and information about the intersection (i.e. heading north to cross 
Concordia Avenue, two lanes, ten seconds to cross) Another tap retrieves the live 
traffic control signal from the Bluetooth Low Energy beacons installed at the 
intersection. The information is then presented on your smartphone as visual icons 
like a green man showing it is safe to cross with a vibration and an audible 
countdown, or a red hand when traffic is moving. 
 "Can I make it, or should I stop? Do I have sufficient time to cross?” Liao emphasizes 
the importance of time information when crossing at a crosswalk. PedNav uses a 
 “The Insider” reports that when Johan Gaume, head of Snow Avalanche Simulation 
Laboratory, a Swiss federal technical institute, watched the Disney movie "Frozen" 
and saw how well the movement of the snow was depicted in the movie, he thought 
that could finally confirm if it was an avalanche that was the cause of the Dyatlov 
Pass incident. Gaume traveled to Hollywood to meet with the specialists who worked 
on the “Frozen” snow effects; they modified the film’s snow animation to stimulate 
the impact an avalanche would have on the bodies of the hikers. The simulation led 
to the discovery that a block of snow from an avalanche could easily break ribs or 
the skulls of humans. 
 Armed with this data and combined with the data from cadaver tests conducted 
in the 1970s by General Motors focused on the effect on the human body when 
struck at different speeds, the researchers were enabled to show that heavy blocks of 
solid snow could have landed on the hikers as they slept, crushing their bones and 
causing injuries not typically associated with avalanches. If this was the case, those 
who had sustained less serious blows likely dragged their injured companions out of 
the tent in hopes of saving their lives, “Smithsonian Magazine” reports.
 There is still quite a bit of controversy as there are still many unanswered questions. 
Why would the hikers leave their tent without their clothes (essentially suicide in 
the environment and weather)? Why was there a presence of slight radiation? However, 
“Live Science” states, "When [the hikers] decided to go to the forest, they took care of 
their injured friends — no one was left behind...  I think it is a great story of courage 
and friendship in the face of a brutal force of nature." 
Message Queuing Telemetry Transport (mott) interface to get real-time data without 
any lag because even a few seconds can mean a difference between safety and danger. 
Stephen Letnes is legally blind and lives in Minneapolis. Regarding PedNav, he says 
“I am all about it, I love it,” especially because "I personally have a little extra anxiety 
when crossing streets because I have been hit by traffic before." 
 The only downside of the innovative technology is that it excludes an entire community 
with visual impairment. According to the American Foundation for the Blind, 15 
percent of seniors suffer from vision loss and many more suffer from age-related vision 
problems. Additionally, 40 percent of seniors do not use smartphones, yet PedNav 
requires technological proficiency. Whether it’s downloading the app, turning on 
Bluetooth, or allowing access to the device’s location, smartphone usage is a skillset 
many seniors lack. Elderly pedestrians are less likely to have a smartphone, but they 
are more likely to suffer from vision issues. Nonetheless, PedNav is still in development 
and alterations can be made.
 PedNav is the first ever app to assist blind and visually impaired pedestrians for 
this purpose. The goal was to “develop more accessible traffic information for people 
who are visually impaired, thus improving their mobility and independence in using 
the transportation system” says Liao. As the app awaits validation, mndot says that 
developers are working on implementation strategies such as guidelines for wireless 
traffic data communication and creating digital maps that include sidewalks and work 
zones. When the app does reach the public, it will set forth a new era of technologically 
resourceful mobility solutions for the disabled. 
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...it's doubtful we'd be able to 
support a human being. 
Spring Break and Covid
BY REBECCA BEASLEY
T his past fall semester was a little gloomy. No sports games, no homecoming, and nothing to do except walk around Target. I know I am not the only one who hoped that the vaccine would make things go back to 
normal, but normal is still far away. Overall, the student body at Concordia has 
managed to thrive while following guidelines. Student activities have survived 
thanks to grab-and-go crafts with cab, Zoom calls, and socially distanced small 
groups. Additionally, the fine arts and music department efficiently transitioned to 
recorded or live-streamed services, concerts, and performances. Even sports can 
still be enjoyed through live streams. Most other universities have a condensed 
schedule for the semester, with occasional days off in the middle of the week, to 
prevent students from travelling off campus and increasing the risk of exposure. 
We can be thankful that our university has stayed open, and, unlike many other 
universities, has kept the calendar the same as usual. However, as spring fever hits, 
are cases going to go up? 
I predict that cases will go up following spring break. This will mostly be seen in 
the long term, seeing that testing and incubation takes a couple of weeks. Party-
ing over break is bound to happen, and risks elevate when students go home to 
families and visit hometown friends. Vacations will absolutely put students at risk 
of contracting the virus, and bringing it back to campus, particularly, the new strains 
of Covid that reportedly have higher infection rates. That is, these new strains are 
easier to catch and easier to spread. Wearing two masks sounds absolutely awful, 
especially in warm weather, but it might become a necessity in order to stop the 
spread of these new variants.
Warmer weather is supposed to help immune health and help kill off viruses, but 
it will be impossible to be Covid-free like New Zealand in a place like America. 
Our communities refuse to work together. Due to this, I would not be surprised if 
universities close again. Spikes in cases following spring break travel is inevitable, 
and we can only hope that those cases can stay at a minimum. After all, spring break 
should be fun and relaxing! We should not have to constantly worry about infecting 
our loved ones. If we can be cautious for the rest of this semester and into the summer, 
perhaps next year will have more of our familiar events.
I t’s a stabbing pain in the struggling college graduate’s side to hear the elderly talk about when it was possible to make enough money in a single 
summer to pay for a year’s worth of tuition. Today it 
takes 20 years after school on average to pay back the 
student loans taken out for a bachelor’s degree. No 
matter what career a student is pursuing, most jobs 
require starting at the bottom. Students anticipating 
this not only learn to juggle school and work, they 
accept that giving up a large chunk of their social 
lives is necessary.
According to cnbc, the average cost of a bachelor’s 
degree has risen around 163% since just the 1980s. 
Many blame the huge rise on the rise in minimum wage, 
but the average middle class person only makes 67% 
more now than the ‘80s. Why is this? For the last 40 
years it has been the general idea that if you get your 
bachelor’s degree, you’ll make more money in the long 
run; however, this is no longer always the case. 
According to The Economist, 41% of employers today 
are hiring people with bachelor’s degrees for jobs that 
previously only required a high school diploma, and 
33% of employers are hiring people with master’s de-
grees that previously required a bachelor’s degree. Now, 
a bachelor’s degree shows that the candidate knows 
the fundamentals of the job, but a master’s provides 
greater depth. Jobs that used to pay people with bache-
lor’s degrees are no longer available for those with only 
that degree; candidates who are already drowning in 
debt need a master’s.
The main reason tuition has increased is because 
the demand for higher education has increased. More 
financial aid packages and staff are needed while state 
and national financial aid declines. 
 College graduates put their lives on hold in order 
to pay off their student loans. Many want to move to 
a different state, or even just into a different home 
or apartment, but can’t afford to move while paying 
off their loans. 31-year-old Sven Hovland and his 
wife 28-year-old Katie Hovland of Minneapolis, mn 
often talk about having children, but then, “there’s 
the problem of the student loans. Having to pay those 
off each month, it’s doubtful we’d be able to support a 
human being,” Katie said. 
Over $1.5 trillion is owed in student loans to the 
government, yet the government offers little help. If 
you’re still paying your loans off after 20-25 years, 
you’re eligible to apply for student loan forgiveness 
and certain government jobs offer student loan forgiveness, 
but even that is tough to acquire when you’re in the correct 
position. Other than that, options are limited. 
President Biden promised in his campaign for president 
to offer around $10,000 in student loan forgiveness per 
borrower. This would be a positive beginning to fixing 
the problem, but not the end. Incoming students will 
continue to leave college with debt. If schools aren’t 
supported so that tuition can be lowered or another 
solution is found, the cost of tuition will continue to 
take away money for living and family expenses and 
retirement funds. 
With this in mind, the only option to help graduates 
and current and incoming students is to both forgive 
all or the majority of student debt, and to gradually 
reduce college tuition to the point where all public colleges 
and universities are free to attend. Forgiving the $1.5 
trillion in student debt would not only improve the 
quality of life of the borrowers, but it is estimated 
that the gdp of the u.s. would be boosted $86 billion 
to $108 billion per year according to National Public 
Radio. One million students drop out of college per year, 
and 70% of those students say they left because of 
money struggles. The fact that student loan forgiveness 
and free college tuition would boost the economy and 
graduation rates should be reason enough to make these 
things happen. 
College Graduates are Suffering, but the Government can Help: Why Free 
Tuition and Student Loan Forgiveness Needs to Exist in America
BY ANNA FRITZE
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W hen we were children, we all learned about Daylight Savings Time (dst) and how it sets the clock forward an hour in the spring and then back an hour in the fall. Growing up in rural central Minnesota, I was 
taught the myth that the reason it was invented was to help farmers use as much 
daylight as possible, since the time the sun rises and sets changes with the seasons for 
those of us living well up into the northern hemisphere of the world. Of course, the 
actual reasons for dst include outdoor safety and energy efficiency. But as 
society has evolved in the 100+ years since a little city in Canada first embraced 
it, is it really a necessity?
Here in the United States, dst starts on the second Sunday of March. This is 
when clocks get set ahead an hour at 2:00 AM, making it 3:00 AM. This helps to 
adjust to the longer hours of natural light in the evening as the angle of Earth’s 
northern hemisphere is positioned closer to the sun, due to Earth’s axial tilt. 
Then, it turns back on the first Sunday of November at 2:00 am, making it 1:00 
am, when the northern hemisphere is tilted back away from the sun. The problem 
with this is that daylight hours don’t simply shift forwards and backwards as you 
move further away from the equator, they get longer and shorter. We see that 
here when the sun rises later in the morning and then it seems like it’s dark by the 
time 5:00 PM rolls around during the winter months, and conversely the sun rises 
earlier and sets much later in the summer. 
Nobody likes losing an hour of sleep when March comes around. Causing that 
much of a negative disturbance in a person’s sleep schedule can cause health problems. 
As college students, we are aware that lack of sleep leads to various mental issues, 
including depression and inattentiveness. Additionally, the earlier sunsets in the 
winter are major causes of seasonal depression, and this is only exacerbated by pushing 
the clocks ahead an hour. Of course, getting an extra hour of sleep is always nice, 
but it’s hard to say if it’s worth the struggle faced in the spring.
A study by Professors Dougles Coate and Sara Markowitz of the Department 
of Economics at Rutgers University in Newark, New Jersey, found that dst might 
make a difference in the number of automobile and pedestrian deaths in the United 
States. They found that during morning and evening hours, pedestrian deaths go 
down 13% and vehicle occupant deaths go down 3%. However, there are a couple 
problems with this study. The data used was gathered between 1998 and 1999. 
That was over 20 years ago, and that data would likely not be accurate today. The 
professors also acknowledge that there are variables which might alter these re-
sults, such as whether the roads are rural or urban, unemployment and income rates, 
and education levels. Not only is this study potentially inapplicable to today’s 
world, but there are other factors which may affect motor safety regardless of dst.
Another arguably outdated defense for dst which has negligible relevance 
today is that dst helps save on electricity by reducing the need for artificial light. 
Back in the early 1900’s when the world didn’t run on electricity, that made a lot of 
sense. These days, we use so much electricity that the amount of energy saved due 
to dst really wouldn’t make much of a difference. 
Over 70 countries including the United States follow dst, but more and more 
of the population are doubting its overall effectiveness and necessity. It worked well 
for the society of the time that it was developed for, but now its purpose has dulled 
and may do more harm than good. It is true that adjusting time for the changing 
daylight hours can be helpful, as it is when we are most alert and productive, but 
perhaps a biannual shift is a little much. It may be possible that shifting the clock 
by a smaller increment, such as a half hour or fifteen minutes, might be a solution. 
But even that may be proved to be unnecessary compared to simply keeping a 
standard year-round time.
Do We Need Daylight Savings?
BY ETHAN LANGEMO
I n 1991, the republic of somaliland (a country located north of Somalia) declared independence from Somalia during a brutal civil war and a state-sponsored genocide on its people. To this day, the new republic meets 
all the requirements to become a country by the United Nation standards, and 
it is ranked one of the highest countries in terms of peace, gdp per capita, and 
the freedom index in the Horn of Africa. However, it is not recognized as an 
independent country by the international community, but instead as a de facto 
region of Somalia. This predicament Somaliland faces challenges them economically 
and politically and exposes the world’s hypocrisy.
Somaliland’s lack of international recognition could be due to the fact that if 
individual countries started recognizing Somaliland as a country, they may start 
having to acknowledge secession movements in their own countries like Spain’s Cat-
alonia, the uk’s Scotland, 
or Ethiopia’s Oromia. This 
case is especially true for 
the Africa Union (au), as 
many African countries 
have nationalistic separatist 
groups created because 
of unnatural borders that 
were inherited by the 
scramble of Africa. The 
case Somaliland often makes for its independence against these types of arguments 
is that it was an independent country before it combined with Somalia (their 
sovereignty only lasted for five days) and then they once again separated. In fact, 
the borders Somaliland uses are inherited from the State of Somaliland, or British 
Somaliland. No matter the case, Somaliland has a defined territory, a permanent pop-
ulation, a functional government, and can engage in international relations, which 
is the requirement the un uses for countries. Given that self-determination is a human 
right, Somaliland does not only deserve independence. It is entitled to it. 
Somaliland faces these challenges because its lack of international recognition can 
be seen in the form of funding. Because it is not recognized as a country, Somaliland 
struggles to receive loans from international organizations and aid from other 
countries for development projects. In turn, they heavily depend on the Somalilander 
diaspora to send money back to Somaliland for projects. Not only has a lack of inter-
national recognition isolated this country from the international economy, but it 
also slowed down their development as they have access to fewer funds than their 
counterparts. If more countries were willing to engage with Somaliland, their 
unemployment rate among the youth, which is estimated to be greater than 70%, may 
decline. For example, more foreign businesses would potentially make deals with the 
government to open more factories throughout the country, which would potentially 
provide more jobs to not just the youth, but the entire country.
A lack of international recognition is not an issue unique to Somaliland; it is a 
worldwide issue. Several established countries like Kosovo or Taiwan lack interna-
tional recognition to a degree and have their unique challenges, but the precedent 
that is being set is dangerous. If a club of 15 countries (the un Security Council) can 
deny countries like Somaliland their undeniable existence, then those 15 countries 
have supremacy over the whole world. It is not any different than when seven European 
countries decided how Africa will be split up to be governed. As mentioned before, 
self-determination is a human right. In other words, no matter what, no one can take 
that right away from you. It is in the right of a group of people to decide how they 
want to be governed, and Somalilanders have already made their choice whether 
the world has accepted it or not.
The Consequences of Gatekeeping 
Sovereignty: How Somaliland has 
Suffered From a Lack of International 
Recognition
BY RAJEERA GELETA
Somaliland does not only 
deserve independence. It is 
entitled to it. 
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F ootball may be America’s game, but let’s face it: the tossing of the pigskin is far from the main attraction on Super Bowl Sunday. This 
iconic sport becomes an ironic break in the real action–
the commercials. Generally for us Americans, there 
is nothing we despise more than advertisements. We 
even pay premiums on services, like Hulu and Spotify, 
or install ad blockers on our computers to avoid a 
bottomless barrage of unwanted ads. We cringe at out-
of-touch companies and their efforts to beguile us 
with their disruptions. 
  However, on Super Bowl Sunday, the rules change 
as we all pay close attention to our screens. From 
pop culture references, celebrity appearances, or just 
sheer creativity, there are many ways advertisers 
woo us on this special occasion. 
2021 was no exception to this rule. We saw glimpses 
into the future as auto companies campaigned evs 
(all-electric vehicles). For General Motors (gm), the 
spokesperson was a disheveled Will Ferrell that 
hated the entire nation of Norway for its superior ev 
production. Ferell then departs for an intrepid journey 
to the Scandivian country to assert gm’s presence in 
the ev game. Too bad he arrives in Sweden instead. 
Meanwhile, Cadillac introduces the world to Edgar, 
the moody teenage son of Edward Scissorhands, who 
benefits from the  accommodating features of hands-
free driving in Cadillac’s new ev. Cadillac recruited 
heartthrob actor Timothee Chalemet to play Edgar 
and Winona Ryder reprised her role as Kim, his mother. 
In the snack food realm, Cheetos pays homage to 
quintessential banger “It Wasn’t Me.” The dancehall 
classic is parodied as Mila Kunis continuously denies 
stealing bags of Cheetos from her partner Ashton 
Kutcher. Shaggy, the artist of the original song, is also 
featured in the ad and contributes a parodied verse as 
well. Meanwhile, Doritos depicted a 2D “flat” Matthew 
McConaughey and his existential struggles with this 
impediment. It’s not until he slips into a vending 
machine that he finds an antidote, which comes in 
the form of Dorito’s new “3D Crunch” product. 
Subsequently, McConaughey explodes back into his 
3D self and is now smushed inside a vending machine. 
Poor dude!
Perhaps more prevalent this year than others were 
appeals to motivate or inspire. Chipotle, through the 
guise of a naive child, speculate sustainability and 
how “a burrito can change the world.” While idealistic, 
and maybe overly simplified, the ad is complemented 
with vivid imagery that was easy on the eyes. Indeed, 
the job-seeking website, went in a similar route to 
motivate and inspire as it depicts the emotional process 
of searching for the right career and job. It was 
certainly relatable as many people feel the current 
effects of a volatile economy.
Super Bowl Sunday: The 
Only Time Commercials 
are the Best Part
BY HARRY LIEN P icture this: it’s the third week of lockdown and you’re sitting on the couch eating your second bag of chips of the day. You’re 
probably halfway through the fifth show you’ve started 
since the beginning of quarantine. You pick up your 
phone and begin scrolling through Instagram. You 
see a post from your favorite influencer; if you’re like 
me it’s one of the many Bachelor stars, or perhaps it’s 
your favorite sports player or one of the Kardashians. 
Whoever the influencer may be, you probably see them 
sitting in their mansion of a house, maybe swimming 
in their private pool. The caption of their photo reads 
something about how we’re all in this together (Alexa, 
play High School Musical). Now, if you are like me 
and most of the people I know, you felt a pang of 
annoyance as you saw these many influencers on 
social media boasting about the togetherness of being 
in quarantine as they enjoyed their 8,000 square foot 
home.  This leads to the pressing question some of us 
have been wondering over the last year, is the era of 
celebrity culture coming to an end?
 My opinion on this is that it both is and isn’t. Let’s 
first discuss why I believe celebrity culture is beginning 
to fade out due to the pandemic. The first reason has 
already been mentioned. The simple fact is that right 
now, many of us are having a hard time relating to or 
connecting with celebrities. Their idea of being stuck in 
the house is very different from ours. The second reason 
is that much of why we love celebrities has been taken 
away over the last year. We have had no concerts, to 
premiers, no award shows. All the things that have 
created this glamorous image of celebrities are nowhere 
to be found lately. 
 Now, why do I think that celebrity culture isn’t 
declining? While celebrities might not be doing all 
the things we used to love, they still have a sort of 
glamour to their lives that we as people envy. It’s very 
much our human instinct to want what we don’t have. 
The long spoken “the grass is always greener” dilemma. 
It’s a fact that when we feel as if we aren't doing the 
things we want to do, we live through those who do 
get to be doing those things. We’ve all been there. We’ve 
all felt terrible about ourselves and decided that moping 
about as we look at people who have it “all together” 
will make us feel better (spoiler alert: it doesn’t). So, 
is celebrity culture going out of business because of 
the pandemic? While our love for celebrities may be 
declining a little bit, our fascination and envy of them 
isn’t going anywhere anytime soon. 
Celebrity Culture in the Pandemic
BY KACIE DUNCAN
I t’s no secret that Biden’s new title as president has brought many different reactions. Some rejoiced while some despaired, and still 
others turned to destruction of property and murder! 
Ah, the crazy world we live in. However, it slowly is 
becoming more accepted that Biden truly is the new 
President of the United States (hopefully). Just in his 
first week, Biden signed 19 different executive orders, 
many of them reversing things that Trump did while 
he was in office. He has now signed over 28 orders, and 
that number is expected to rise. For those of you who 
don’t know the significance of this number (involving 
me until recently), it’s pretty high. To compare, Trump 
signed an average of 55 orders per year, Obama signed 
35 per year, and Bush signed 36 per year. At 28 in less 
than two months, Biden’s number is pretty high up there. 
So, is this a bad thing? That really depends on how 
you feel about topics like Covid, racial equality, and 
immigration, since a lot of his executive orders have 
to do with those specifically. Some examples, according 
to Market Watch, include reversing the travel ban 
targeting primarily Muslim countries, creating a 
task force to reunite migrant families separated at 
the border, requiring masks/distancing on all 
federal property, at airports, and in other modes of 
transportation, establishing a “covid-19 Pandemic 
Testing Board” and expanding testing, and launching 
an initiative to advance racial equity and ending the 
“1776 Commission,” which was an advisory committee 
established in September 2020 by then–u.s. President 
Donald Trump to support what he called “patriotic 
education.” Of course there are many others, which I 
encourage you to look into, but just from that list, my 
thought is “well, duh.” I’m not sure why any of these 
things had to be ordered in the first place, and it’s sort 
of messed up that they did. 
When it comes to how America has changed in 
general since Biden has been sworn in, I will refer back 
to rejoicing and despair. Now more than ever, the 
country is divided. As a pretty obvious Biden supporter, 
now that the rejoicing has died down a little, what I 
really feel is comfort. Though I know that there are 
many people who disagree with my views, I’m just so 
much happier knowing that America’s president is not 
actively working against racial equality, dismissing 
a global pandemic, or claiming to win an election he 
didn’t. On inauguration day, my eight-year-old cousin 
Israel messaged me through my aunt’s Facebook 
messenger to say, “It’s Inauguration Day!” along with 
a photo of her cheesing out with a flowery filter. At 
eight years old, I gave zero cares about politics, and I 
doubt I even knew what the inauguration was. This 
small event may be insignificant to many, but to me it 
shows just how important this presidency is. 
How America Has Changed Since Biden was 
Sworn In
BY ANNA FRITZE
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W hile the year has certainly been different, the Golden Bears track team still had a solid indoor season. The team traveled all over the midwest, having six meets prior to the indoor conference meet at the end of February. The team started the season travelling to Maryville Missouri for the Mel Tjeerdsma Classic, 
then traveled to Mankato, Topeka (ks), Fargo (nd), back to Mankato, and finally to South Dakota State University.
    The team has been battling continuously throughout the season with many athletes achieving personal bests and 
breaking school records. Starting off the season strong was Arika Robinson, who broke the high jump school record, 
and Josh Sims who broke the 600 yard school record. Both were achieved at the first meet of the season in Missouri. 
Following the strong start, 
Kara Lindberg broke the 
previous 5000m school 
record in Topeka with a 
time of 17:45. The next 
week in Fargo, Lucia 
Mesfin broke the school 
record in the 3000m with 
a time of 10:20. Finally, in 
Mankato, Christian Davis 
broke the school record in 
the long jump with a jump 
of 7.32m. Not only did the 
jump break the record, but 
it placed Davis at the top of 
the conference list and 
currently places him 
seventh in the nation. 
Impressively, this mark 
came in his first ever 
collegiate meet.
The incoming freshmen 
have had a strong impact 
on the team as well. The 
men gained Basheer Alam, 
Travis Andrews, Thomas 
Dietel, Peyton Enders, 
Cullen Feist, James Frigstad, 
Josh Hauver, Matthew 
Helser, Jude Nair, Nathan 
Noble, Austin Schloeder, 
Josh Sims, and Jaden 
Williams. The women’s 
side gained five freshmen, 
Mia Cahalan, Sydney 
Jackson, Sarah Jeppesen, 
Courtney Mensah, and 
Callie Reintsma. 
The nsic will be 
accepting the top 16 in each 
event to compete at the 
conference meet this indoor season. Qualifying so far on the women’s team are Toni Canfall (60m and 200m dash), 
Sydney Jackson (600m run), Lucia Mesfin (3000m and 5000m run), Kara Lindburg (3000m and 5000m run), 
Christabelle Mulcahy (60m hurdles), Arika Robinson (high jump), Sofia Dodge (pole vault), and Tia Donlan (weight 
throw). Qualifying on the men’s side are Thomas Dietel (60m dash, 200m dash, long jump), LaJuan Preston (60m 
dash), William Ray (200m dash), Josh Sims (600m run), Matthew Helser (3000m run), Arik Johnson (60m hurdles, 
high jump, pole vault, heptathlon), Jakob Tordsen (high jump, pole vault, long jump), Christian Davis (long jump 
and triple jump), Andrew Johnson (long jump), Devin Flakes (triple jump), Keegan Larson (shot put and weight 
throw), CJ Picazo (shot put), Hunter Quinn (shot put and weight throw), Eben Mundfrom (weight throw), and Josh 
Hauver (heptathlon). 
A select amount of the team will be traveling to South Dakota State University on February 20th for one last 
attempt to qualify for the conference meet (February 26th-27th). As the season comes to a close the following 
weekend with the indoor conference meet, the Bears are looking to finish the season strong. 
This semester the Esports program at Concordia has gotten off to a fairly solid start. The two teams that are competing right now 
are the Overwatch and Hearthstone teams. They are 
both off to a great start for this semester’s season, with 
many more games to still come.
    The Hearthstone team is currently undefeated after 
winning their third game this semester. This feels very 
similar to how things were going last year at this time as 
they were one of the more dominant teams to compete 
in the last Hearthstone Tespa Tournament. From the 
games they have played so far, they have very handily 
won each game with all of them being 3-0 sweeps. Each 
game is played as a best out of five. The first to win three 
rounds takes the win for that game. The Hearthstone team 
has shown so far this year that they are not here to mess 
around, and they want to shoot for a championship win 
at the end of the season. If they keep up this trend of 
dominating every team they play for the rest of the 
semester, this should be easy for them to do.
 Similarly, Overwatch has also had a very good start 
to their season. The team is currently participating in a 
tournament that the coaches put together with other 
schools around the country while the team waits for the 
Overwatch Tespa Tournament to start. The team took a 
win in the first week of this tournament by beating 
Lourdes Esports 3-0 in a clean sweep to start the season 
on a high note. In week two, the team faced Marietta 
and lost to them 1-3 in a very close and hard-fought 
battle. This put the team at 1-1 going into the third game 
of the season which was against McMurry University, 
who was going into this game having a 2-0 record. The 
Overwatch team was looking to change their record to 
match theirs so they both were 2-1. After a rough start, 
and a loss of the first map, the team was able to come 
back and win the next three maps to take a 3-1 win over 
McMurry. As it sits now, the Overwatch team is 2-1 with 
the Overwatch Tespa Tournament starting up soon.
 With the Overwatch and Hearthstone teams both 
getting off to great starts this semester, there is more to 
the program than just these two teams. The Super Smash 
Bros Ultimate and League of Legends teams will also be 
competing later this semester. The Rocket League team 
has no plans to compete this semester currently, but 
they are still hard at work improving for their season 
next fall. Overall, the Esports program is hard at work 
trying to make a name for themselves in the competitive 
Esports scene. 
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What Happened in the 2021 Super 
Bowl?
BY THOMAS PRESNALL
T his year’s super bowl was supposed to be a great game between Tom Brady, the undisputed greatest player in nfl history, and Patrick Mahomes, themost talented player currently playing. Mahomes had a seemingly unstoppable 
offense with tight end Travis Kelce and wide receiver Tyreek Hill, while Brady was 
backed up by a ferocious defense that boasted the likes of linebacker Devin White, 
safety Antoine Winfield Jr., and defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh.
    It was supposed to be a game for the ages, but the  nal score of 31-9 showed the game 
for what it was: Patrick Mahomes running for his life while his o ensive line struggled 
and failed to hold back the Tampa Bay defensive. Mahomes would end up being sacked 
3 times and hit another 10, all the while running for over 500 yards trying to avoid 
more sacks and hits. However, none of those yards counted in the game as Mahomes 
never crossed the line of scrimmage. 
 Mahomes threw for 270 yards and 2 interceptions, completing 26 of his 49 pass 
attempts. With numbers like those, a quarterback would hope that his running game 
and defense would be able to pick up the slack, but the Chiefs defense was picked 
clean by Brady, and Mahomes’ rookie running back only picked up 64 yards and never 
once reached the end zone. 
 Kansas City’s prolific offense had a few rough games during the season where it 
went 14-2, losing the last game of the season to the Los Angeles Chargers. However, 
no matter how badly the Chiefs played, they always seemed to come up with two or 
three plays that would eventually win them the game. On February 7th, their magical 
ability to produce comebacks had failed them when they needed it the most. 
 On the other side of the ball, the 43-year-old quarterback and the team who hadn’t 
been to the playoffs since 2007 played arguably the best game of the season. Brady 
threw for 201 yards and 3 touchdowns, completing 21 of his 29 attempts, and was only 
sacked once. His running backs, Leonard Fournette and Ronald Jones, put up a 
combined 150 yards on the ground. 
 Brady was in his element, which is no surprise since it was his tenth time playing 
in the Super Bowl. He took a team that many considered one of the worst in their 
division and conference, convinced his partner-in-crime Rob Gronkowski to come 
out of retirement, recruited another former star in Antonio Brown, and took them 
all to the big game and won it all.
 With this latest win, Brady now has more Super Bowl rings than any of the 32 nfl
franchises, but more importantly, he proved that he is the g.o.a.t. (Greatest Of All 
Time) as he defeated three former Super Bow mvps  on his way to collect his seventh 
ring as well as another Super Bowl mvp.
 However, despite how impressive Brady played and his video game-like resume, 
the real mvp of the game was Brady’s defense. Mahomes threw almost 50 passes 
and was held beneath 300 yards. The Chiefs barely had over 100 yards rushing. The 
Bucs defense was flat-out dominant against Patrick Mahomes and the Chiefs, and 
even though the Chiefs Travis Kelce went for over a hundred yards, none of those 
yards mattered in the end.
Call or go online to make your order today!












(via Free Delivery or
Curbside Pick-Up ONLY)
Golden Globes Nominations 
BY DAVINA BELLINGER
T he 78th annual Golden Globes, which are to be hosted on February 28th, have an interesting list of actors, films, and television series nominated for 2021. The hosts of the event are Amy Poehler and Tina Fey. Some of the 
listings of nominations include these  lms: nominated for Best Motion Picture, Drama 
are "Promising Young Woman," "The Father," "Mank," "Nomadland," and "The Trial 
of the Chicago 7." The nominations for best actress in a motion picture are Carey 
Mulligan ("Promising Young Woman"), Frances McDormand ("Nomadland"), 
Viola Davis ("Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom"), Vanessa Kirby ("Pieces of a Woman"), 
and Andra Day ("The United States v. Billie Holiday"). The best actor nomination 
listings are Chadwick Boseman ("Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom"), Riz Ahmed ("Sound of 
Metal"), Anthony Hopkins (" e Father"), Gary Oldman ("Mank"), and Tahar Rahim 
(" e Mauritanian"). 
Some of the shows on Netflix that were nominated are The Crown, Ozark, and 
Ratched. On Disney Plus, Hamilton and The Mandalorian became some of the most 
watched streamings while the pandemic came to be. What still impresses a lot of 
people is how the actors still manage to continue filming these hit shows and films 
during this time.  
All other streaming networks that have made it possible for the audience to watch 
other exclusive  lms and shows are Disney Plus, Hulu, Amazon Prime, Apple TV, 
and more. These networks also have features where people can watch movies that 
were supposed to come into theaters at home instead. Movies like "Onward," "The 
Invisible Man," and " e Hunt" were possibly one of the  rst to become available on 
these streaming platforms when Corona hit. These platforms have also led to some of 
the strangest nominations, including the Net ix original tv show "Emily in Paris" and 
musical comedy "Prom."
Overall, while there will be little to no audience during the Golden Globes event, 
people can still enjoy watching the event. While people are sitting in their pajamas 
and watching the results casted by the viewers at home, they might as well turn on the 
best motion picture winning film right after the Golden Globes.
It was supposed to be a game for the ages, 
but the final score of 31-9 showed the game 
for what it was: Patrick Mahomes running for 
his life while his offensive line struggled and 
failed to hold back the Tampa Bay defense.
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Music Review: Paul McCartney - McCartney III 
BY ETHAN LANGEMO
A s awful and depressing quarantine is and has been, it provided artists, particularly musicians and producers, with an opportunity 
to focus much more of their time towards making creative 
efforts. One of these musicians is none other than Paul 
McCartney himself. According to McCartney, he was 
inspired to release a "McCartney" album each time 
there was some sort of a dissolution of something 
in his life. The original "McCartney" (1970) came out 
mere months before The Beatles split up; "McCartney II" 
(1980) recorded after his band Wings split up; and the new 
"McCartney III," which came out in December of 2020, 
was recorded in the midst of a newly isolated social 
life. As each of the previous two "McCartney" albums 
were, "McCartney III" is self-produced and features Paul 
playing all instruments and performing most, if not all, 
vocal parts. 
Right away, the opening track “Long Tailed Winter 
Bird” was a pleasant surprise. Every element of this song 
is very original, from the songwriting, musical qualities, 
even choices of instruments. You won’t find many 
albums that feature guitar, recorder, and vocoder all in 
one song. It immediately sets a fresh and experimental 
mood. “Find My Way” unfortunately doesn’t allow this 
flow to continue, but still a nice listen. The message of 
the song is obviously inspired by the current world 
situation; the lines “You never used to be afraid of days 
like this, and now you're overwhelmed by your anxieties” 
reflect this. The next tracks “Pretty Boys” and “Women 
and Wives” showcase creative and interesting lyrics. 
“Lavatory Lil” is likely a throwback to the titles of a 
couple tracks off of The Beatles’ 1969 album "Abbey 
Road;" “Polythene Pam” and “She Came in Through 
the Bathroom Window,” and shares the driving rock 
feel of both. This style is continued with “Slidin’,” the 
song that proves a 78-year-old can get as heavy as 
any young whippersnapper guitarist these days. The 
first track on side B, “Deep Deep Feeling,” reminds 
me strongly of the style of David Bowie’s final album, 
Blackstar (2016) with dark, moody arrangements, 
agitated lyrics, and unconventional harmonies 
and melodies. It is clear that Paul was enjoying 
experimenting with various aspects of this song. Another 
standout track for me. 
The acoustic and vocal “The Kiss of Venus” is rem-
iniscent of much of his older works, particularly late 
Beatles/early solo period. “Seize the Day” and “Deep 
Down” are a bit lackluster, though even “Seize” has some 
interesting surprises that kept the listen relatively 
enjoyable. The final track is a breath of relief to end the 
album on. It starts with a reprise of the opening track, 
then continues with original material for the rest of 
its duration. A sweet and simple song about Paul’s farm 
life, once again featuring solo vocals over acoustic guitar, 
Paul’s voice takes on a surprisingly and almost tear-
jerkingly smooth, youthful sound that sounds exactly like 
the material on the first "McCartney." Perhaps that’s why 
he decided to end the album with this song, to bring his 
solo career in a full circle.
While I was overall pleased with this album, even 
considering my low expectations, the only thing I hold 
against it is that some of the mixing work is in my opinion 
a little too modernly mixed for an album that is supposed 
to be a return to a more organic style of music. Still, it 
doesn’t ruin the whole thing for me. I greatly appreciate 
this album for its originality and experimentality, and 
I hope it opens a door for other music producers who 
feel they need to stick to a commercial route to be successful. 
Concordia Sisterhood of Empowerment
BY ISABELLA D’BURKE
E stablished in 2010, Concordia Sisterhood of Empowerment is a club on campus that stays true to its name. The club’s mission is “To encourage 
women of csp to celebrate individual accomplishments, 
to support each other in difficult times, and empower 
one another to become leaders in the community.” As 
the 2020–2021 president, I can strongly say that we try 
to do that in and out of every event. 
When I became president, I ultimately wanted to 
make cse a safe place for women to talk about sensitive 
topics, learn how to handle them, and empower those 
around them. My officer team and I decided that we 
didn’t want to overwhelm members and decided to host 
monthly meetings discussing topics and also have 
other opportunities such as volunteer events or guest 
speakers. It is so important that women know they 
have somewhere to go where they won’t be judged and 
can be supported no matter what. Not only that, but they 
can grow in their knowledge of topics and discover 
what they want to do in the future. While we declare 
majors, we don’t always know what we want to do when 
we graduate. By having speakers come in, students can 
learn about other women’s journeys and network with 
community members. 
While we had many events planned, Covid definitely 
took its toll this year. It’s been hard to get members to 
show up and it has been hard to properly promote events 
despite our best efforts on social media. Throughout it 
all, we still want women to know that we are here if they 
ever need anything. 
In the fall, we had some member events where we 
talked about self-advocacy, confidence, and even had 
a guest speaker from the community. We had to cancel 
our volunteer event as Covid rules got stricter, but we 
still have big plans for the spring semester. 
This spring, we are partnering with Lauryn Samuel 
and Black Athletes United (bau) to put on weekly 
meetings called, “Women: Let’s Talk Us.” This allows for 
women to have a more consistent place to come and talk 
about topics such as self-love, vulnerability, and others. 
Since they are weekly, if you miss one meeting there are 
still plenty to come to. Everyone is welcome to come 
chat in the Diversity Center, Monday’s at 6 pm. We are also 
partnering with the Concordia Activities Board (cab) 
and hosting a self-defense night February 23rd in the bec. 
If the event goes well, we will host another later in the 
spring or next fall! 
Another large event we are planning is called 
“Empow(Her).” This event will take place on April 8th in 
the bec and is a professional development event. We 
will have an opportunity for women to get professional 
headshots, have their resume reviewed, and speak to a 
panel of successful female alumni. This event will be a 
great way for women to hear from others in the community 
who were once in our shoes. Not only can we learn 
about their jobs, but we can learn about their journeys 
and hardships. This event is intended to help women to 
grow professionally and network with others. Be sure to 
check it out and follow us @cspcse!!
The club's mission is to 
encourage women of CSP 
to celebrate individual 
accomplishments, to support 
each other in difficult times, 
and empower one another 
to become leaders in the 
community.
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Barb and Star go to Vista del Mar
BY KRISTINA WALKER
B arb and star go to vista del mar is a feel good movie. There are a few musical numbers in this movie, but I would not say it is a musical. 
There are a handful of Saturday Night Live performers 
in the movie, along with a few other A-List actors. This 
movie stars Kristen Wiig, Annie Mumolo, and Jamie 
Dornan. Both Kristen Wiig and Annie Mumolo were in 
the movie Bridesmaids, and Jamie Dornan was in the 
50 Shades of Grey movies.  
    The movie starts out with a kid riding his bike, lip 
syncing, and delivering papers; then, he looks at an owl 
and goes into a tree down to his “mother” (Sharon's) 
secret layer. Next, it jumps to Star and Barb sitting on a 
couch gossiping while they are at work. They both end 
up getting fired because their store is closing. Then, 
they go to their talking club meeting and get kicked out 
for lying. Now they have no job, no talking cub, and just 
each other. They run into a friend on the street who tells 
them to go to Vista del Mar in Florida. 
    My favorite part of the movie is when Barb and Star 
have their first night at the bar in the hotel. They met 
Edgar and they shared a drink called the hidden treasure. 
At the bottom of the drink there was a treasure chest 
that had three pills in it, and they took them. The 
whole night the three of them are doing crazy things, 
and at the end of the night they were literally stacked 
on top of each other on the bed in Barb and Star’s room. 
This is just one of many well laid out scenes that you 
do not see coming. 
    If you are someone who can usually guess the ending 
of a movie, good luck with this one. There are many 
twists and turns to this movie that are what make it very 
funny. The acting is very good and funny. The main 
characters have different accents and they add another 
lever to the movie. 
    I give this movie a 5/5 swords, and I would 
recommend this movie to anyone who needs a break 
from the stresses of life right now. It is a carefree and 
mindless movie that helps you forget about all your 
troubles for a while. A movie like this is exactly what I 
needed to take a break from the real world.
Book Review: Shadow & Bone
BY REBECCA BEASLEY
M ost fantasy series simply don’t live up to "The Lord of the Rings," "The Chronicles of Narnia," and "Harry Potter." However, Leigh 
Bardugo broke that trend when she wrote the Grisha 
trilogy, the first novel being "Shadow & Bone." This 
trilogy has a sister duology set in the same universe, 
Six of Crows (and more!). While the titles are 
unabashedly ya, they deserve more attention than 
your typical "Twilight" knockoff.
Leigh Bardugo has received the Good Reads Choice 
Awards for best fantasy as well as the Audie Award for 
short stories and collections. She graduated from Yale 
University and continues to write Grishaverse books. 
The trilogy, starting with "Shadow & Bone," is coming 
to Netflix in April of this year. Fans can only pray that 
it is not butchered like some CW shows and other Netflix 
adaptations that shall remain unnamed.
"Shadow & Bone" is a novel that introduces the magical 
Grishaverse, as well as a girl named Alina. She is the 
“Chosen One” main character with powers she cannot 
understand just yet. The book presents the struggle of 
discovering what makes an enemy. With betrayals, 
plot twists, and mistrust, "Shadow & Bone" sets itself 
apart from most ya fantasy. There is no clear enemy 
throughout the novel, and valuable information is hard 
ingredients/supplies needed:
1 box of Annie’s mac and cheese
½ pound of ground beef.
3 tablespoons of Beef stock or broth.
6 cups of water (or enough to cover the pasta)
2 tablespoons of butter or heavy cream/half and half
1 medium saucepan
1 colander
Step 1: Boil the 6 cups of water in the saucepan, and 
then add the noodles and cook for 8-10 minutes or 
until it is done.
Step 2: Drain the noodles into the colander then add 
the 2 tablespoons of butter or heavy cream/half and half, 
3 tablespoons of beef broth or stock, cheese packet, and 
the ½ pound of ground beef. 
Step 3: Break up, and stir, the ground beef as it cooks. 
If you wish to season the beef feel free to add a teaspoon 
of salt, pepper, and oregano.
Step 4: When the beef is mostly cooked, about 3-5 
minutes on medium, add the noodles and mix 
thoroughly. Once everything is mixed how you like it 
will be ready to eat.
T his recipe is an easy way to make the dish beef and shells. Beef and shells is a simple dish, and this recipe is even simpler because you 
will be using any box mac and cheese with a slight 
modification to the listed recipe. For this recipe we'll be 
using an Annie's mac and cheese box and some ground 
beef. This recipe will feed 1-2 people.
The cost of this will vary depending on where you 
obtain the ingredients, but it should roughly cost 6-10 
dollars to get everything, and ingredients such as the beef 
broth/stock, butter, heavy cream, or half and half will have 
leftovers. Other dishes you can make with beef broth 
would be vegetable soup, beef soup, ramen, pho, gumbo, 
gravy, and more. You can use heavy cream for pasta 
sauce, soups, and many desserts. You should be able to 
make this dish up to four times if you get more boxes of 
Mac and Cheese and ground beef. Keep in mind that you 
can exchange any broth and meat to make variants of this 
simple dish. Also, you do not even need to add meat. 
Other options to add to this recipe: onions, shallots, 
mushrooms, generic Italian spices (black peppercorn, 
oregano, thyme, sage, salt, garlic, rosemary), red pepper, 
or tomatoes. Ways to prepare these other ingredients 
would be to slice, dice, or mince the veggies, and to 
prepare your spices you should mix them together really 
well and sprinkle them on while cooking your sauce.
Recipe Review:
Beef and Shells Mac 
and Cheese
BY RICHARD MAHLE
to come by. Readers struggle with deciphering 
fore-shadowing clues while enjoying the thrill of 
adventure. This novel rekindled the flame of my love 
for the fantasy genre. Additionally, what makes the 
Grishaverse unique is the slightly ambiguous inspiration. 
Architecture is reminiscent of 1800s Russia, but culture 
and technology are a mixed variant. For example, there 
are rifles and other powerful weapons alongside magic, 
but no electricity. The magic isn’t the typical fantasy 
magic, either, which adds to the novel’s superiority above 
other ya fantasy.
The first time I read "Shadow & Bone," it was 
recommended to me by an eager librarian in the teen 
section. I read the novel because I wanted to read 
something new, but I didn’t know where to start. I would 
recommend this book to people who want to reawaken 
their love of reading, or people who want to feel the joy 
of reading "Harry Potter" for the first time again. What 
makes "Shadow & Bone" so valuable to me is the fact 
that there are not only two other books to the series, but 
so many other books set in the same universe. It’s like 
"Fantastic Beasts" released as books (not movies). If you 
want more of this universe Bardugo created, there is 
more. You’ll have no need to rely on fanfiction with many 
grammatical errors.
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The Sugar Factory: A Food Review
BY SPENCER BEISSEL
I saw a picture of the Sugar Factory online that showed a series of colorful sliders and a rubber duck, and knew that I had to eat here. 
The Sugar Factory is a fairly small, yet successful 
chain, with around 20 locations in three countries. 
I had heard of this restaurant before, but had never 
been very interested, as their main claim to fame is 
celebrity endorsements and gigantic fish-bowl 
drinks with dry ice. I had never heard anything else 
about the restaurant, and had been into one of their 
storefronts in Las Vegas, but since a location opened 
in the Mall of America, I have been looking for an 
excuse to go. The Sugar Factory is located in the food 
court in the Mall of America. At first, I was nervous 
that the mall would be crowded, but it was oddly empty 
for a Monday night.
 I started with a signature “Insane Milkshake,” opting 
for the Giggles Snickers Milkshake. The Milkshake was 
huge. The glass was covered in chocolate, sprinkles, 
and chunks of Snickers, and there was a large Snickers 
bar sticking out of the top of the glass. The milkshake 
itself was possibly the best milkshake that I had ever 
had. It was sweet with strong notes of chocolate, 
Carmel, and nuts, but was not overly sweet. I was 
thrown off by the price of the Milkshake, $18, until I saw someone at an adjacent booth get one, and I could see 
how large it really was.
 For the main course, I shared three starters with my fiancee. We ordered fried mac and cheese balls, a basket of 
fries, and the famous rainbow sliders. The mac and cheese balls were the first thing that I tried. They were plated 
on a bed of marinara with a dusting of parmesan cheese. For utensils, they were plated with skewers. The first 
bite of these was amazing. The crust on the outside was crunchy and well seasoned, and the marinara added a nice 
sweetness to the flavor. Unfortunately, the following bites were bland. I had high hopes for these, but found them 
not to be worth the $15. The next thing that I tried were the fries. The fries were lightly seasoned, and there was 
a large amount for only $8. The fries were average french fries, but the serving size was great. Finally, the rainbow 
sliders arrived. These sliders were plated on a slim, almond shaped plate with a rubber ducky at the end. The best 
part of these sliders was the bun. The meat was obviously high quality, and the sauce was fresh and tasty, but the 
buns were amazing. They were brightly 
colored, and I was expecting them to 
be regular buns with food coloring, 
but I was pleasantly surprised to find 
out that they were indeed special. 
They were heavy and dense, and, when 
biting into them, they were almost 
chewy, but not doughy. I am a big guy 
with a big appetite, and these were 
the most filling part of the meal. 
Eating one of these sliders was as 
filling as a regular burger at any 
other restaurant. 
     All things considered, three out of 
the four items that I ordered were 
amazing, and the Sugar Factory 
deserves the praises that it has 
received. I am looking forward to 
going back once I turn 21 to try their 
signature drinks, but even without 
that, this restaurant did not disappoint.
MET Mobile Art Gallery
BY DAVINA BELLINGER
T his year, with the extremely cold weather and the pandemic, living in Minnesota can be challenging. When it comes to exploring art 
museums, it’s not at the top of everyone’s list. The met 
Art Gallery in New York City came up with a way in 
order for its viewers to see the gallery without having 
to leave the comfort of home. This mobile art gallery 
is one that you can walk through with the touch of your 
own screen. It is completely free, and anyone can join 
in once they find the qr code to the met’s home page. 
Over 50,000 people attend the mobile gallery everyday 
without having to worry about covid or the weather 
itself. I recently found this when I was in quarantine 
for a week and had nothing else to do after completing 
all of my homework. 
 There are a variety of different activities that the 
mobile gallery provides its audience such as iSpying 
objects on paintings and giving interesting facts about 
the artworks. Some of my personal favorites include 
the Roman and Egyptian pieces because the culture has 
always fascinated me. They also have fitting background 
music for each section of the gallery. An activity from 
one of the gallery’s sections that I enjoyed was from the 
nature section with a little virtual scavenger hunt for 
hieroglyphs. The artwork from the activity is called Temple 
of Dendur, which dates back during the Roman period.
 I also enjoyed the Courtiers in a Rose Garden: A Lady 
and Two Gentlemen painting, because the activity 
involved learning about the concept of color theory. After 
each activity from the paintings are completed, the 
audiences can then click on the launch AR-t button, 
where they can better see the artwork through their 
cameras. While it may not be as exciting as seeing the 
artworks in person, it makes an interesting substitute.
 This art gallery is a benefit for anyone who appreciates 
the fine arts and wants to dive deeper into culture of all 
kinds. Next time you are not busy or in need of a mental 
break from school or work, I would recommend tapping 
into this gallery, even if it is only for 5 minutes. 
Photo Credit: Spencer Beissel
Photo Credit: Spencer Beissel
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From what I’ve heard, you really were the gossip queen 
(or king) last month. I’m glad you had your fun, but 
it’s time to end the rumors. Even though you feel like 
it’s not hurting anyone, keeping it up for a while ends 
up hurting you; those toxins seep right into your own 
skin. Reduce your unhealthy behaviors and focus on 
what makes you feel loved to avoid a downward spiral. 
Have you been busy lately? I think you have. While you 
might feel the need to be constantly working, if you 
keep it up, you’ll crack. No need for a crisis inside of the 
Covid crisis that already exists. Watch a movie, read a 
book, FaceTime a friend or two, and sleep in this 
weekend! You deserve it. 
Now you, Gemini, have something special coming your 
way. Whatever project you’ve been working on or 
whatever goal you’ve been working toward, keep it up. 
Feeling a little bit rusty?  ere’s plenty of white vinegar 
for you to soak in out there (I had to Google how to get 
rid of rust; you’re welcome). Even if you don’t see it 
now, your hard work is paying o  already. If there’s been 
something you’ve wanted to do for a while but have been 
too afraid, remember this is your life; live it on your 
own terms. 
Like Gemini, you have some big plans, but are too afraid 
to carry them out. It’s time to really believe in yourself 
and the abilities you know you have. Putting yourself 
out there might be scary, but no one wants to live their 
lives not doing what they want. Yes, not only you can 
rock blue hair, but you can also go on that crazy trip (if 
it’s Covid-friendly); you can apply for that amazing 
job; you can talk to that slightly odd-looking person 
with the cool personality. With spring on its way, it 
really is now or never.
Are you toxic? Stop it. Do you have some toxic people in 
your life? Say goodbye. Whether these toxins come 
from you or someone else (it’s probably both; we’re only 
human), just know that they’re really enjoying themselves 
right now as they eat away at your insides. Seriously, do 
you feel okay? Now is the time to identify specifically 
what toxins you have and cut them out of your life, 
whether it be behaviors, negative vices, or “friends.” All 
that will be le  is your healthy self and your loyal friends; 
congrats in advance! 
Your friends are important, but so are your resources. 
Knowing the right people will really get you places. 
Don’t be afraid to reach out to people in order to better 
your professional future. Spring is about to “has sprung,” 
and that’s got your creative juices  owing. Keep that up 
and advance it with the help of others. 
How are your self-care routines going? Not great? I would
love to say, “Well, do I have a solution for you!” However, 
in this instance I cannot bring myself to lie and say yes; I 
would be proven wrong already. In fact, the Libra section 
would have been over like two and a half sentences ago. 
Anyway, while I have no direct solution, I would recommend 
you assess your daily routine and figure out where you 
think it went wrong. Even if you’re not entirely o -balance, 
are there things you could be doing better? Are you over-
working yourself without knowing it? Take a sec to do a 
reality check on yourself so that the next time someone 
asks, “You good?” you can respond positively without lying. 
You might already be a brave specimen, but you’re about 
to be even braver! Congrats. This month, take time to 
really understand those close to you on a deeper level. 
Make sure they feel heard and cared for. Experiences 
like these that help you feel closer to those around you 
will give you the confidence to do even more of that 
slightly awkward stuff. It only gets better! 
Your feelings seem to have been all over the place lately, 
and not even you can figure out what’s going on. Are 
those butter ies in your stomach or is it that McChicken 
you ate from the McDonald’s on University Ave earlier 
today? Are you actually sad, or are you just tired (it’s 
probably both, sorry)? It’s  ne if you need to take a hot 
sec to step back and sort yourself out. During confusing 
times like these, remember to reach out to those friends 
who give oddly good advice to help.
Careful with your words; remember they can heal, but 
they can also harm. Communication isn’t always your 
strong suite, and people might take your words in a way 
you didn’t intend. Don’t blame them; it’s not their fault 
you don’t make sense. Actually think before you talk to 
avoid some of these awkward encounters and hurt feelings. 
If you do mess up (you will), don’t wait to make amends. 
Explain where things went wrong, and use those mess-
ups as learning experiences. 
Your head’s about to hurt! How’s that whole “I’m going 
to start saving my money” thing going? If you answered 
not well, I’m not surprised. While you de nitely deserve 
a treat once in a while, once in a while does not refer 
to every day, or even every other day for that matter. 
While budgeting sounds rough, you’ll thank yourself 
later. If you answered “super well; I haven’t spent a penny 
on anything I didn’t need in months,” then dang, go buy 
yourself some fast food or some new sandals or something. 
Happy you season! The time has finally come. Even 
though it’s Pisces season, the end of winter is gonna hit 
ya right in the feels, so get ready for it. Instead of  ghting 
it, let it flow. Watch a rom-com that you know is stupid 
that you love anyway. Listen to sad music under a pile 
of blankets. It’s time to let everything you’ve been holding 
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March Word Search
potato gold clover luck gaelic guinness
clover lucky shamrock blarney green shrek
ireland dublin jig rainbow bagpipe leprechaun
magical bog emerald legend march mischief
saint tradition seventeenth
Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker
March Word Search
POTATO GOLD CLOVER 
LUCK GAELIC GUINNESS 
CLOVER LUCKY SHAMROCK 
BLARNEY GREEN SHREK 
IRELAND DUBLIN JIG 
RAINBOW BAGPIPE LEPRECHAUN 
MAGICAL BOG EMERALD 
LEGEND MARCH MISCHIEF 
SAINT TRADITION SEVENTEENTH    
Name:                                          
P P I J X S
J K D O N H Q L N I H A
V S V W L T Y G F T K E I U D A S E
Q M F T T P A X B E P L R N S M A S
R P A E D N D T L O L R B I A U W R O O
N G B G I Z G E O X E U W L L O U O Q R
X S X G I H U B V J T C D Y E E H L U C K Y
H J I U C C L M Y D H L U R G T V H H K Q T
D J R D A S W A A E H I E N N C G O L D
I F A L I U T H N N E B L P G
F N M U Y D E D O
A Z W U A T K T O V H J N
E L C Y F I E N S E Q V S J B
M T M O G R I X E F R S Y R G E U F H
F A V E P X Z S V F D S S E N N I U G R Z
T W W R H X Q E L T R A D I T I O N K Y J
S A W S A V B S U I A C Z Y A C L O V E R G M
B K H T L I G C F A I R A R O E Z P R T G
F B M A D O K H T G L W G L S H R E K I J
B L A R N E Y N R E O C B A G P I P E
G W R H I X I E A B A O B K B F K
P C A T A E G N L G X A G
H W S N C I O N O
B N A
G V R
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Senior Spotlight: Geoffrey Bruick
BY RYAN SKILLE
Have you ever met an individual who can do it all? Someone who is good with carpentry, an inspiring artist, and a loyal friend? If so, I would 
like to introduce you to Geoffrey Bruick, a senior graphic 
design major at Concordia, Saint Paul, and a staple 
member of both the art department and theatre and 
dance departments.
     Bruick was born and raised in the midwest, and his 
father attended csp and graduated from their Director of 
Christian Education (dce) program. Because of his father's 
career, Bruick's family moved around a lot as he grew up. 
Before attending csp, Bruick lived in Bakersfield, ca for ten 
years, but he always longed to return to his midwest roots. 
Bruick says that he loves his family and makes a point to 
visit them whenever he can, adding that, “I come from a 
creative, God-fearing family and I owe it to them for where 
I am today.”
     Bruick says there were a few reasons why he chose to 
attend csp. First of all, his love for the midwest made it the 
perfect location. The biggest reason for attending csp, 
however, was their arts department. Bruick knew that he 
wanted to work in the arts field, but he wanted a major that 
could be used more practically than many arts degrees. 
Bruick also wanted to ensure that he could participate in 
the theatre program without necessarily having to be a 
theatre major or minor. Fortunately, csp's Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in graphic design program is one of the best in the 
twin cities, and auditioning for the theatre is open to any 
student who is willing to put in the time. 
    Bruick's involvement in the theatre department does not 
stop there, however. Bruick has been an integral part of 
practically every show that has been done since his arrival. 
Bruick has held lead roles in many shows, such as James 
in the show “Time Stands Still” in 2018, Malvolio in 
Shakespeare's “Twelfth Night” in 2019, and Glenn Cooper 
in “Rumors” in 2020. Bruick was also a part of the csp 
acting troupe that performed for the lcms National Youth 
Gathering in 2019. He has also held numerous supporting 
roles, such as in “Little Shop of Horrors" in 2018, “Die 
Fledermaus" in 2019, and numerous student-directed one-
acts throughout the years. Bruick has also used his artistic 
skills in theatre. He designed the scenery for “Rumors" and 
he designed the lighting for “Spring Into Dance" in 2019. 
Bruick has also been a huge part of the dance department, 
and has not only danced in the annual “Spring Into Dance" 
all three years of his attendance thus far, he has even 
choreographed a dance each year with his friend Grace Keck. 
    Bruick accounts much of his success to his advisors: Erin 
Maurelli, who, “Taught me how to set boundaries for 
myself in my art and then how to break them.” Mark 
Rosenwinkel, who has pushed him to become a better actor, 
Jan Puffer, who gave him the opportunity to explore dance 
as a part of his creative expression, and Justin Hooper and 
Anna Hill, who have helped him develop a love for the 
design parts of the theatre. Bruick also is extremely grateful 
for his friends, such as those he has met through the 908 
worship, Cornerstone Bible study, and peer ministry, as 
well as all of his friends in the art and theatre departments, 
including Sierra Ross. Bruick and Ross have created a 
senior art gallery that opened on February 25th. They hope 
that everyone gets a chance to come and see it.
Apartment 211 Senior Gallery
Credit: Geoffrey Bruick and Sierra Ross
Credit: Geoffrey Bruick
One of Bruick's senior year design projects, LOVE IS:
The LOVE IS movement is a movement, set in Christian 
values, that teaches and promotes the trueness of 
love and how one can live love out in their daily life.
Credit: Geoffrey Bruick
